
The Lepidopterous Fauna of San Cataldo 
(Southern Italy), 

Notes from a collecting trip in the late~summer 1928. 
By 

J. G. Worm-Hansen. 

The former monastery San Cataldo is situated in southern Italy, 
in the mountains between the gulf of Napoli and the gulf of Sa­
Icrno, on a slope a few hundreds of meters above the idyllic 
town Amalfi. The old monastery was till few years ago a mere 
ruin, but the present owner, my compatriote Carl vViinstedt, has 
restored it, and it is now used as a home-mansion for Danish 
people studying or collecting in the surrounding country. 

I spent a month -- from medio August to medio September 
18:28 - in San Cataldo, subvented by grants in aid from the 
institutions "San Cataldos Venner" and "Julius Skrikes Stiftelse" , 
for which grants I beg the said institutions to receive my best 
thanks. 

My object \I'as to investigate the insect fauna - so far as 
the few weeks' stay would allow. My collections included all 
insect orders, and they contained ab. 3000 specimens, which are 
handed over to the Zoological Museum of the University of 
Copenhagen. The Lepidoptera of this mountain locality, so 
wonderful for a Danish lepidopterologist, had my special interest, 
and I suppose that I have caught nearly all the species of butter­
flies present during that season; the moths are however more 
chance finds, as sugaring, which yields so good results in Denmark, 
gave no result here, though I tried again and again. It looks as 
if Danish treacle with added acetic ether is of no interest to 
the Italian moths. 

After my return to Denmark I have determined the collected 
Lepidoptera, and as to some species it proved to give informations 
not concording with the common records (as to time of appearance, 
number of generations etc.). The species are put down in the list 
below according to Spuler: Die Schmetterlinge Enropas. 
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Pallilio polialirius L. Just on my first excursion in the 
mountains on August 17th I saw this fine swallow-tail sail around 
the thorn-bushes on the slope. On the following days I saw 
single specimens, most of them being rather much rubbed, and 
I saw it for the last time on August 28th. Fullgrown caterpillars 
were found August 20th to 24th feeding on thorn, and a eater­
pillar, 'whieh I kept living, pupated on August 31st, and imago 
came on Mareh 9th 19:29 Gn Copenhagen). 

maehaon L. had a much longer flying-season than 
the preeeding species. It was met with during my whole stay 
on San Cataldo, and seemed to be eommoner later in September. 
I did not succeed in finding the caterpillar. 

Pieris hl'assieae 1,. Common during the whole time. Young 
caterpillars in September on cabbage. 

Pieds rapae L. Common the whole time. 
Pieris ergane H.-G.? Perhaps, however, only a particular 

form of rapae 9. The spots on the fore wing are larger and 
nearer the outer margin, and the black colour on the apex is 
deeper and more extending than commonly met with in rapae. 
4 speeimcns. 

Pieris tJaplitliee L. More singly occurring. More common 
later in September. 

Coil as liyale 1,. Present the whol" time, but not common. o more numerous than the 9. 
Coli as eausa L. Common. Fresh developed specimens eaught 

during the whole time. 
Collas edusa L. 9 ab. lieHee Hb. 2 specimens eanght on 

September 1st and 2nd. 
f}onepteryx cleopatra L. Along the mountain paths and 

on thistle flowers in the chestnut wood towards San Catarina. 
Xot uncommon, but rather singly met with. The last spedmen 
met "'ith, a 9. was eaught on September 2nd. 

Leptitlia sinapis L. gen. aest. dinicnsis B. (The two oblique 
bands on the under side of the hind wings quite missing). In 
great numbers in the ehestnntwood, last time met with on Au­
gust 31st. 

Limenitis eamilla Schiff. In the forest and on the paths, 
singly; I saw altogether [) speeimens. of which I caught 3. Last 
time met with on August 29th. 

Polygonia egea Cr. Singly met with around San Cataldo, 
more common farther down in the valley, for instanee at the 
way towards Amalfi. It took always rest on a wall or on recks. 
The last (rubbed) speeimen was eaught on September 1st. 



427 

Pyrameis atalanta L. Three specimens were seen on the 
,,-iug rolling around a ruin on the summit of Monte di Pontone 
in the afternoon sunshine on September 2nd. I succeeded in 
catching the 2 specimens. 

PYl'ameis clll'{lui L. Common on the whole time on the 
slopes. 

lUelitaea didymu L. Rather common, but most often singly 
met with, on uncultivated slope ground anu in the chestnut \\'oou. 

lUeHtaea athalia Hott. Two specimens caught in Lhe chest­
nut wood on August 26th anu September 1st. 

Argynnis adippe F. ab. dcodoxa O. In and near the 
chestuut wood, especially on thistle £]o\yers. The female in great 
numbers, the male singly. Last time met with on September 1st. 
-- The principal form of the species was not seen. 

Argynnis puphia L. At the forest, in the gardens, and 
.along the paths. More common in September than in August. 

SatYl'ns hel'mione L. This fine speeies was most eommonly 
met with in the ehestnut wood, where it alighted on the trunks. 
It \yas also seen flying along the paths, and in the mountains 
above the limit of the chestnut wood - 1200 m altitude. It 
occurred during my whole stay on San Cataldo; for instance 
I saw it in great numbers on September 20th. 

Satyl'us semele L. Larger aud 1lI0re briskly eoloured than 
in Denmark (var. algiriea Obth. ?). Occurring in the forest to­
gether wi~h hermione. Became somewhat more frequent in Sept­
ember along the mountain paths. 

Satyrus statilinns JUn. var. allionia F. Frequent during 
the whole time eyerywhere on the slopes. 

:Ellinephele jurtiliu L. The female --:- most often in ab. 
hispulla Hb. _. was common the whole time, especially at 
furests and copse woods. Of the male only 2 speeimens were 
captured, on August 1 Bth and 20th. 

Epinephele i<la Esp. Most often met \\'ith on uncultivated 
slopes. Seen for the last time September 2nd. 

CocnonYlllllha pamphilus L. gen. aest. lyUus Esp. Common 
during the whole time, especially in forests and copse woods. 

Paral'gc cgeria L. Only met with on shady places in tlte 
chestnut WOI Id, gregarious. Met with till the beginning of Septr. 

Pal'arge megaera L. Very common on the paths. 
Paral'ge mueI'a L. Rather common during the whole time. 

It was shy and difficult to capture. 
Chl'ysnphanns phlaeas L. v. gen. aest. eleus F. No\\- .and 

then, bnt not frequent, from the end of Augnst. 
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Lampilles baeticns L. Found for the first time August 28th 
down at Amalfi. Later on some specimens on the mountain along 
the paths. 

Lampilles telicanus Long. Likewise for the first time August 
29th at Amalfi, and later on at some few occasions in the moun­
tains. 

Lycaena baton Bgstr. 1 specimen on August 20th. 
T,ycaerm astrarche Bgstr. 1 specimen ou August 18th at 

the forest. 
Lycaena icarns Rott. Common during the whole time. 
Lycaena meleagm' Esp. ;:) cS cS and 2 99 August l~th 

-22nd. 
Lycaena hcllal'glis Rott. Common during the whole time. 
Lycacna coryllon Poda. Very common during the whole time. 
Cyaniris argiolus L. 4 specimens, from August 2!Jth to 

September 2nd. 
Angialles silvamm Esp. 2 rubbed specimens in the chest­

nut wood in August. 
Pal'nara Ilostl'odanms F. Now and then; captured for the 

last time on September 1st. 
Cm'charo!hlS aloeae Esp. 2 rubbed specimens on August 

24th and 28th. 
Pygl'US orbifer Hb. A single specimen on Septem her 2nd. 
Pygrus sao Bb. 8 specimens captured August ;lotb to 30th. 
Scelothrix alveus HL. In great numbers in August-

Septem ber. 
)Iacl'oglossa stellatal'nm L. Very common, and in freshly 

developed specimens during my whole stay on San Cataldo. 
Young as well as full-grown caterpillars were met ,vith on Ga­
lium growing in crevices in walls and rocks along the mountain 
paths. On September 1st I took a larva ready for pupation 
beneath a stone: it pupated on September 3rd, aud imago came 
on Septem ber :l2nd. 

Heilellhila Jineata F. Mr. Wiiustec1t kindly gave me a 
specimen of this species, formerly captureJ at the monastery. 

Sphinx convolvuli L. A male was found between some 
stones at the outskirts of the chestnut wood on September 4th. 
(During my homeward route I took further a specimen, a female, 
in Home on Piazza del Popolo on the wall at the ascend to 
Monte Pincio, on September 2ard). 

Lasiocallllla querens L. Some half-grown larvae were taken 
in the chestnut wood in August, 2nd a full-grown lan-a on the 
way towards Atrani in the beginning of September. August 28th 
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I took a chrysalis in the garden of San Cataldo between some 
stones; imago, a male, came on September 8rd. 

IJymantria dispul' L. Some males in vivid flight lJetween 
the stems in the chestnnt wood on Angnst 26th. I succeeded 
in capturing 4 specimens. 

Agl'otis orhona II ufn. A freshly developed specimen on 
blackberry on a mountain path on September 17th (seeond brood ?). 

Agl'otis ypsilon Rott. A specimen between stones at a moun­
tain path on September 4th. 

Agl'otis segetum Schiff. A specimen nnder a stone on 
Monte di Pontone on September 1st. 

A specimen of a Iight-colonred species of Bryollhila, seen 
on the wall of San Catalda on Angnst 2Gth, escaped; possibly 
ll. muralis Forst. 

CaHopistl'ia Jatl'eillei Dup. A single specimen on Sept­
ember 1st. 

Leucania I-alhum L. A single specimen taken on the wing 
in the snnshine along the mountain path on Angnst 30th. 

Stilbia anolJlala B\\". (perhaps however S. faillae l'iing). 
A somewhat rubbed specimen on the high plateau at Porta di 
Can ale, 1:200 m altitude, on September ,3d. 

Entelia mlulatl'ix Bb. 2 specimens captured in the vicinity 
()f the chestnut wood OIl August 28th and ::lIst. 

Heliothis lleltig'el'a Schiff. S\yarming in the sunshine around 
eryngo on uncultivated slopes. I captured :i speeimens, on Au­
gust 2,Hh and September 2nd. 

::\fi!'l'a ostl'ina llb. Captured August 21th on uncultivated 
slope. 

JIicra ]Jarva Hb. Swanning on uncultivated slopes. I capt­
ured some specimens, for instance on August 2:1d and 27th and 
September 18th (second brood '?). 

lUetollonia vespel'taU:'I Hb. A freshly developed specimen 
on August 17th (second brood ?). 

Plusia gamma L. Common during the whole time, most 
frequently met with in September. 

Plmda ni Hb. 2 specimens on August 21st and 29th. 
Grammodes nIgh'a L. I found a dead specimen in the 

monastery on .August 18th. Some days later another specimen 
was startled from black-berry along the path. 

Allope:'ltes spectrum Esp. One specimen in a corner of 
the cellar of San Cataldo in September 18th; two days later 
~nother specimen on just exactly the same place. 
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Toxocamlla Cl'nccae F. A male in the chestnut wood. on 
August 26th. 

Hcrminia crinalh-; Tr. A single specimen on August 1 Dth. 
Hypenn ohsitalis Hh. Very common on dark places, in 

caverns, cellars, and out-houses, during my whole stay on San 
Cataldo. 

Hypena lividalis Hb. Likewise common during the whole 
time, but swarming or easily startled in the sun-shine in the 
garden of San Cataldo and along the mountain paths. 

Eucl'ostes heryHaria Mn. Came to the light in the evening, 
August 16th, in the monastery. 

Achlalia sodalial'ia H. S. A single specimen on August 2Bd. 
Acidalia vil'gularia Hb. var. uu§tl'ali§ Z. (or perhaps var. 

canteneraria Mill.) on August 20th and 28th. 
Acidalia filicata Hb. Rather common in copse on uncult­

ivated slopes, in August. 
Aeidalia illlital'ia Hb. Rather common nearly the whole 

time; met with for the last time on September 15th. 
l,hodometra sacl'aria L. Rather frequently met with in 

the garden of San Cataldo and along the mountain paths, in 
August and September. 

Anaitii-; jllagiata L. A specimen in the garden of San Ca­
taldo on September cHh, and 2 specimens at San Catarina on 
the same day. 

I,arcntia bHincata L. Rather common during the whole 
time, especially in the chestnut '\\'ooc1. 

ChlOl'oclysti§ rcctangulata L. I took H spec-
imens, on September 15th, 17th, and 20th (second genel'ation ?). 

Hnolllios nmcidal'ia lIb. I have caught some specimens 
during the time: August 21st to September 18th, most often at 
rest, coveret1 by some projection on the wall of the monastery. 

Seodiona conspcl'"aria F. A freshly developed specimen 
on September 20th, surely belonging to a second generation. 

Chloepliora hicolorana Fuessl. A tiny larva on oak, on 
August 17th. 

CaUimOl'pha quadriJmnctaria Poda. Some specimens found 
on window-panes and behind windo"lv-shntters in the monastery. 
Also startled in some few cases along the mountain paths. :My 
first specimen is from August 20th, my last specimen from Sept­
ember 16th, thus much later than the usual record (July). 

Coscinia Cribl'UlU L. var. candida Cyr. (Nearly quite white). 
On several occasions met with along the mountain paths and in 
copse on the monntain, for the last time on August HOth. 
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Lithosia caniola EL. A single specimen on August 27th. 
Cochli<lion limaeodes Rufn. A full-grown larva in the 

chestnut wood at San Catarina, fallen into a pool, on Sept­
ember 19th. 

Psychid cases. I took half a score of empty sacs on walls 
etc. along the mountain paths, as well as a single fresh sac 
(possibly belonging to Amieta febretta Boyer) on a Papilion­
aceous plant more upwards on the mountain slope. Two of the 
empty sacs looked as our Danish li'muea casta Pall., but were 
apparently somewhat larger CFumea crassiorella Brd. ?). 

Apteroua Cl'(mu]ella Brd. I took some of the remarkable, 
spiral cases on aga ,-es. 

Solenobia cases. I took 2 "triangular" Solenobiid cases in 
the chestnut wood in September (S. t.riquetl'ella F. 11. '(). 

AlliIomia sociella L. Came to the light in the monastery, 
August Hjth and 21th. 

Crambus Hthargrl'eHllS Rb.? In great numbers in August 
-September. 

# Crambni'1 latistrius Ih-. v. vecfifer Z. A single specimen 
on Septem bel' 18th. 

CrHmtms falsellus Schiff, On September 2nd. 
ROllloeosoma sinuellum F. On August 24th. 
E]lhestia figulilella Gregs. A single specimen in the mon­

astery on September 20th. 
Ox~'bia transversella Dup. On September 1st. 
Salehria semiruhella Se. At the chestnut wood on August 

21st and September 4th. 
Salehria semil'ubella Se. var. sanguinella lIb. In the same 

place on September 4th. 
En<lotl'ieha flammealis Schiff. A single specimen on Au­

gust 19th. 
HYllsopygia costalis F. At the monastery on September 6th. 
Pyralis farinaHs L. In great numbers in the mOllastery. 

Seen for the last time on September 5th. 
El'cta ornatalis Dup. Along the way towards Amalfi on 

August 2Hth. 
Syllepta ruralis Se. A single specimen on Septemher 4th. 
N olllophila noctuella Schiff. Rather common in the garden 

of San Cataldo, in August and September. 
Phlyctaenodes palealis Schift~ On August 21st and 2:ld. 
lUee~'na polygonalis Rb. var. gilvata F. In numbers in the 

garden of San Cataldo, met with for the last time on September 
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'6th. As Spuler writes that it is on the wing in June, these 
specimens must surely do represent a second generation. 

Jletasia cOl'sicalis Dup. Now and then seen on the walls 
of the monastery between August 18th and September 17th. 

Pionea ferrugalis Hb. On August 16th and 21st. 
Pyrausta nubilalis Hh. On August 21st. 
Pyrausta cespitalis Schiff. Some specimens during the time 

August 31st to September 15th. 
Pyrallsta sanguinalh; L. Along the ~\Yay to~wards Amalfi 

on August 29th. 
Pyrausta pllrpuralis L. Some few specimens in the same 

,place, as the preceding species. 

Copenhagen, January 1930. 


